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“..on the domestic level our every day lives are now being invaded by 
machines whose workings we can barely guess at. How many of us could 
mend a faulty automatic washing machine or waste disposer, let alone a 
color television set? Even if we can barely tell the difference between and 
sparking plug and a dipstick, the car is probably the last machine whose 
basic technology and function we can all understand.” 


JG BALLARD, A User’s Guide to the Millennium 


MACKENZY ALBRIGHT 


I bought my first car wrecked. It was a 1988 Ford Mustang GT with a 5.0 
litre engine The rear window had shattered into the back seat of the car and the 
rear bumper was smashed over and down slightly. During the reconstruction 
process, my father had a heart attack, which lead to a quadruple bi-pass surgery — 
he smoked too many cigarettes and lived off of steaks. After being released from 
the hospital we finished fixing the ‘stang’ and took it out to the open roads of the 
country to see how it was running. After a bit, we reached the longest stretch of 
straight road in the area. Starting from a dead stop my father pressed the throttle 
to the floor. Pinned back into the seats by the acceleration, the car soon buried the 
speedometer needle at 145mph/233KPH where it stops. Then he decided to tell 
me that he was instructed by his doctor not to drive. Apparently “in the event of a 
crash, the staples holding his chest together would let loose and his entrails would 


fly out”. He reassured me that “at this speed we would both die anyways.” 


The digital images and video’s in this exhibition come from Edmonton’s 
Castrol Raceway. I spent several months recording and observing the act of and 
the expenditures of drag racing. Through my experience at the track I began to 


reflect on our everyday relationship to technology and how it is commonly 


perceived as divided between organic and inorganic. However, as a drag racer 
surrenders to the moment of speed, the lines between the body of the car and of 
the human body of the driver become blurred. Stroker is the investigation of this 
spectacle of speed and of death, as the automobile becomes an example of our 


human longing to find our place within the natural world. 


I use photography and video to parallel the prosthetic language of the 
automobile. Much as the automobile is an extension of the driver’s body, the 
camera becomes an extension of my own. Through the recording of the lens and 
redistribution of the image (either printed photograph or projection) the world 
becomes externalized. In this way, the recordings of excess are in of excess 
themselves. Speed is integral to the act of expenditure as it creates a proximity to 


the vulnerability and mortality of either the mechanical or biological body. 


In addition to digital media I use sculpture and installation, to further 
integrate the biological and technological. “Little Tree” air fresheners are 
enlarged into three-dimensional bodies made of former living trees. The little tree 
then becomes the symbol of the exhibition through logos and banners. It 


embodies both life and death, natural and unnatural. 


Drag racing constantly utilizes fabrication, construction, reduction, reuse, 
and restoration to enhance biological and mechanical performance. “Stroking” an 
engine is to modify it in a way in which the crankshaft is replaced and shorter 
pistons are installed to increase the stroke of the engine. This modified engine is 
then referred to as a “Stroker”. The increased displacement, torque, and 
horsepower, increase the speed and acceleration much greater than the un-assisted 
body could attain. . The outcome of such modifications is the ability to revitalize 
our everyday experience with technology. I am interested in how the activity of 
drag racing repurposes the everyday experience of driving as a utility into a self- 


acknowledging radical expenditure of energy. The pursuit of speed and proximity 


to death creates a moment of heightened living in which the outcome is perhaps 


the repositioning of ourselves within nature. 


Bibliography 
Ballard, J. G. Concrete Island. London: Farrar and Strauss, 1973. Print. 
Ballard, JG. Crash. N.p.: Panther, 1975. Print. 


Barney, Matthew, Nancy Spector, and Neville Wakefield. Matthew Barney. The 
Cremaster Cycle. New York: Guggenheim Museum, 2002. Print. 


Bataille, Georges, and Allan Stoekl. Visions of Excess: Selected Writings, 1927- 
1939. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 1985. Print. 


Dion, Mark, and Alexis Rockman. Concrete Jungle: a Pop Media Investigation of 
Death and Survival in Urban Ecosystems. New York: Juno, 1996. Print. 


Fogle, Douglas, Francesco Bonami, and David Moos. Andy Warhol/Supernova: 
Stars, Deaths, and Disasters, 1962-1964. Minneapolis: Walker Art Center, 
2005. Print. 


Ladd, Brian. Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automotive Age. Chicago: 
University of Chicago, 2008. Print. 


McLuhan, Marshall. Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man. Cambridge, 
MA: MIT, 1994. Print. 


Richardson, Micheal. George Bataille. London: Sage, 1998. Print. 


Spector, Nancy, and Richard Prince. Richard Prince. New York: Guggenheim 


Museum, Print. 


STROKER DVD IMAGE LIST 


albright.01.tif 

Stroker 

2012 

Digital Print on Phototex 
40 x 59 inches 


albright.02.tif 

Smokey and the... 

2012 

Digital Print on Phototex 
27 x 40 inches 


albright.03.tif 

Chute! 

2012 

Digital Print on Phototex 
27 x 40 inches 


albright.04.tif 

We are never ever ever getting back 
together 

2012 

Digital Print on Phototex 

27 x 40 inches 


albright.05.tif 

Skid 

2012 

Digital Print on Phototex 
80 x 120 inches 


albright.06.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

photograph on phototet, 
silkscreen on paper, nylon rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.07.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

photograph on phototext, 
silkscreen on paper, nylon rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.08.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

ZOA2 

photograph on phototext, 
silkscreen on paper, nylon rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.09.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

photograph on phototext, 
silkscreen on paper, nylon rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.10.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

photograph on phototext, 
silkscreen on paper, nylon rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.11.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car 
scent),video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.12.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car 
scent),video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.13.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car scent), 
video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.14.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car 
scent),video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.15.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car 
scent),video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.16.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

2012 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car 
scent),video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.17.tif 

Stroker installation shot 

PAV 

plywood, silkscreen on paper, 
nylon rope, sound, little tree air 
fresheners, smell (new car 
scent),video, aluminum bleachers 
dimensions variable 


albright.18.tif 

Stroker banners on the building 
exterior 

2012 

silkscreen on paper, rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.19.tif 

Stroker Vinyl Wall 

2012 

Vinyl, silkscreen on paper, rope 
dimensions variable 


albright.20.tif 

Detail of Banner with Standard 
Color Chart 

ZOT2 

silkscreen on paper, Macbeth 
Standard Color Chart 

15x22 


. : tia / -_ ae 
. : ; ~~ eal : 7 
eS ie malas apres a 
ee “edie. a ) 
; Cas *— partgren oi 3 ee 
_ as c7e4 a je Sand Fm 
EP) aE we icant rerite * et el a ee 


- ; Pew i > set: i a); ane = areca n/ ' 
- P = Grae 6a iP sll? 7 


- ib  ¢ Seegieellx iy 2 snelyit 
CA (ed lent > cE. 


- ry — : ed tify litle 7 
Ti <\ weer! 2 niin Auge a ah rr sae, 
ENP ian! a . wi 
: ; : SS a ree Ar 
4: Rt ging wp we TE 7 ie ie atiye 
1 Ww whew - a i ams lege 
Si ‘ } a~ ¢ ro a2 
: » ; 
© a = 
: ita 
oral 14 75) z 
a a ints } i 
: - - in 
: my ae te <a Ori GR 
he? wh ing 4% aay 
7 al ‘whe eee’ : 
= ene peal (Vv Ies 
~  eaficertenlts 
= iy 
- 2 - ye re 
/ we 
a Omg jen v 


ay ene | weaeeen 


aS a, 


ie a : Pie Rlinmty 


a 4 a 
-(10h)-6) Crane 


He 


K Wk 
“| a 


\ 
\ 


i 
¥ 
\\ 


NN 


noo. 


et) in) 
at 
oe 
Nai 


ih 
Ne) 


On 
WH) 


en 
eG 
NO HN 


Nil 
i 


ANA 
ING 
~ A 
NA 


AN 
cone 


nr 


Ny 
4) 

LIS i 

SO 


oo 


ats 


a ae 
HN HN 


NO 


Werner 
eee CN? 


WANNA 


\\ 


| 
' 
\ 
' 
| 


ANY 


A 


if 
Ane 


ENS 
i 


flee 


A AR 


et 


be 


\\ 7 ' ‘ 


(i 
a 
| 


ms 


Aad 
~ 
= 
<= 
@ 
4 
& 
@ 
— 
— 
> 
o 
w 
iS 
a 
=< 
ad 
= 
re 


- 
= 
= 
ce 
r-) 
onl 
— 4 
> 
N 
= 
Ral 
b 4 
8) 
< 
= 


Vi 
NINE 
Na 
h Gis 


Pers are SN eee 


7 


6 
mais 


a 
Eig 
BY 

a 


\ 


aug) E is BRN wae HE cay Caagee 4c Sik Sees , a Oats Z Siva be 33 Se a ea 
yim Sate - . ae iy 5 6 : emai 18 y * Sane? joy acai 
Ce A 2) 
OP te oes 


Bn Re es Oe 
oe abe 
PI wE t 


+e 


% ie? 
Nan ea 


11-23 December 2012 & 3-12 January 2013 
www.mackenzyalbright.com Opening reception: Thursday, December 13, 2013, 7:00-10:00 


MACKENZY ALBRIGHT 


This exhibition is the final visual presentation for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in Drawing and Intermedia 


1-1 Fine Arts Building | 89 Avenue & 112 Street Gallery hours: Tuesday to Friday 10 am-5 pm, Saturday 2-5 pm 


University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta Closed Sunday, Monday & statutory holidays 
Canada T6G 2C9 


fab gallery (3) UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Alberta, .. 
[ FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY] 4 wep FACULTY OF ARTS GA) Foundation 


Department of Art & Design 


